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Chief Constable Adolphus
Frederick Williamson
1831—-1889

Chief Constable Adolphus Frederick
Williamson was considered one of the
greatest investigators of all time and is
buried in Brookwood Cemetery plot 47.

Adolphus Frederick Williamson

He was born in Hammersmith in 1831 and was
educated at a local grammar school. He first
worked as a temporary clerk in the War Office
but in 1850 at the age of 19 years he followed
in his father’s footsteps (his father was
superintendent of T division) and joined the
Police.

He was promoted to Sergeant in 1852 and
transferred to the Detective Branch. On 3™
May 1862 he married Emma Hannah
MacPherson at St Bride Fleet Street London
and in 1863 he was promoted to Inspector.
Their first child Emma was born that year
whilst they were living in Westminster.

He was one of the original members of the
Detective Branch and by 1863 with Richard
Tanner was charged with supervising the
Branch.

Further promotions followed in 1867 to Chief
Inspector and in 1870 to Superintendent.

By 1881 Emma and Aldolphus had four more
children, David, Mary, Malcolm and Archibald
and were living at 4 Smith Square
Hammersmith with two servants and a niece
Margaret Williamson.



In 1886 he was further promoted to Chief
Constable CID a position he held until his
retirement in 1889. Variously known as “Dolly”
short for Adolphus or the “philosopher”, he
was fluent in French and was credited by many
to have led Scotland Yard into an
internationally recognized law enforcement

agency.

He was in charge of many notable cases
during his long career. He rose to prominence
with his investigation of the “Great Gold
Robbery” of 1855.

On the night of 15" May 1855 gold was to be
transferred from London Bridge Station, (then
part of the South Eastern Railway), to Paris via
Folkestone and Boulogne. The gold never
arrived and the crime was unsolved. It was
not until sometime later in 1856 that Edward
Agar was arrested on another crime and whilst
awaiting transportation, in revenge to a
cheating fellow train robber, William Pierce,
declared his participation in the crime and of
the ingenious way the robbery was committed,
(this was by means of a copied safe keys and
hand luggage). Inspector Williamson and
Inspector Thornton were called in to
investigate under the direction of Mr. Rees (a
solicitor in the service of the rail company), the
truth of Agar’s story. On their findings two
other train robbers James Burgress and
William  Tester were  sentenced to
transportation for fourteen years and Pierce
received two years.

Williamson was in charge of the investigation
into the Orsini conspiracy in January 1858
when the Italian nationalist revolutionary Felice
Orsini tried to assassinate the French Emperor
Napoleon III.

He was also called in to investigate the horrific
murder of four-year-old Francis Saville Kent
in Road, Wiltshire in 1860. Unfortunately
the case remained unsolved until Constance
Kent’s admission of guilt some five years later.

Superintendent  Williamson was targeted
during the Fenian bombing campaign between
1883 and 1885. Scotland Yard received an
anonymous letter that threatened to “blow
Superintendent Williamson off his stool and
dynamite all the public buildings in London on
30" May 1884”. As threatened on the
appointed night, Williamson’s office in the
centre of Great Scotland Yard was completely
destroyed and bombs went off in other parts of
London, including the Carlton Club and the
outside of Sir Watkin Wynne’s house. All this
was much to the embarrassment of the
Metropolitan Police Force.

By 1888 Chief Superintendent Williamson was
a very sick man and suffering with heart
trouble. It was realized that he would soon be
too unwell to work, but his experience was
very valuable, so he was given the position of
Chief Constable of the CID a more office bound
role. He was holding this position at the
difficult time of the Jack the Ripper murders,
which started that August.

He retired a few months before his death on
9th December 1889 and so ended 40 years
memorable service within the Police Force.

His funeral Service was held at St. John’s
Church, Westminster and his burial was on the
12™ December at Brookwood in plot 47, grave
number 111,486.

From The Times “From his house to the
church, the coffin, wholly concealed by
flowers, was carried by six of the inspectors of
Scotland Yard, accompanied by the Assistant
Commissioner and the Chief Constables of four
of the London districts.

The main body of the church was filled by
officers of all ranks in the service, including
nearly all the superintendents, and a large
proportion of the inspectors of the Force. So
general was the wish to be present that the
attendance of sergeants and constables from
the divisions had to be limited by order”.



The memorial to Chief Constable Williamson
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His gravestone inscription reads:

In Memory of
Adolphus Frederick -
~ Williamson
Chief Constable of the
Criminal Investigation
Department
Metropolitan Police
who departed this life
9th December 1889
in the 59th year of his age
after 40 years faithful
service
Erected by his fellow officers as a
mark of their affectionate
regard and esteem.

Emma Hannah Williamson his wife
Died 12th November 1912

His wife Emma was buried (number 170,997)
on the 16" November aged 76 years.

Sources

www.casebook.org
www.familysearch.org
Ancestry.co.uk

Times obituary
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FORTHCOMING ACTIVITIES
GUIDED WALKS

All walks now start from the
Cemetery Office entrance off
Cemetery Pales

(We would ask you to kindly make a
minimum donation of £3 to cover
our costs.) We look forward to
meeting you. Walks start at 2pm
unless otherwise stated.

NO WALK IN FEBRUARY 2009

Sunday 1% March 2009:
RESTORATION WALK, led by
John Clarke

This walk highlights the society’s

restoration work carried out within the
past few years.

Sunday 5" April 2009: TREE
WALK, led by George Hounsome

Another chance to explore the tree
heritage in the cemetery.

Sunday < May 2009:
INTRODUCTORY WALK led by Val

Pretlove

This walk is ideal for the first time visitor
to the cemetery that includes the history
of the cemetery and visits the more
prominent monuments.

Sunday 7 June 2009: Artist

Walk led by Jenny Murkerji.

This walk will feature the Pre-Raphaelite
artists buried in the cemetery and
complements the exhibition of artists
currently being exhibited at The Lightbox,
Woking.






